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“Foundational neighborhoods shaped by Santa Fe’s historic development patterns, cultural identity, diverse 

heritages, and long-standing community design.”

Existing Development

Santa Fe Forward Character Themes

DRAFT

NEIGHBORHOODS: FOUNDATIONAL NEIGHBORHOOD

Spaces that shape daily 
neighborhood life

Multi-generational living supported by 
incremental infill

Streets that promote connectivity 
throughout the neighborhood



“Residential areas characterized by common housing types and neighborhood designs that house most Santa 

Fe residents and support daily life throughout the city.”
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NEIGHBORHOODS: ESTABLISHED NEIGHBORHOOD

Overall neighborhood connectivity for 
all ages

Homes adapt as families grow and 
change

Parks as anchors to neighborhood life



“Newer or evolving residential areas that provide a range of housing choices and neighborhood amenities to 

meet changing needs and opportunities.”
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NEIGHBORHOODS: EMERGING NEIGHBORHOOD

Community services like trails, 
schools to support future growth

A range of housing choices 
welcomes everyone

Daily essentials within walking distance



“Areas where history, design, culture, civic life, hospitality, and visitor activity are concentrated and managed 

to sustain Santa Fe’s tourism economy and distinctive character.”

Living and working in the core

Plaza as the space for gathering and 
celebration

Public spaces tell Santa Fe’s layered 
histories
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DISTRICTS: HERITAGE AND TOURISM DISTRICT



“Places that support creative producers, cultural expression, galleries, performance spaces, events, and the 

everyday presence of arts in community life.”

Flex spaces as workshops and outlets 
for creative pursuits

Pop-up markets and  informal gallery 
spaces

Adaptable spaces for different art and 
media processes
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DISTRICTS: ARTS AND CULTURE DISTRICT



“Areas that concentrate services, educational campuses, regional community centers, health, and family-

supporting amenities that strengthen quality of life across generations.”

Families of all ages play, learn, and 
stay healthy together

Clinics, childcare and senior centers 
serve neighborhoods

Wellness and care infrastructure 
supported by open spaces
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DISTRICTS: FAMILY AND WELLNESS DISTRICT



“Major corridors that support citywide and regional travel, business activity, goods movement, and provide 

access to everyone to employment, retail, multifamily housing, and services.”

Regionally and locally serving 
commercial node

Major Corridor with dedicated transit 
infrastructure

Thoroughfare with branding and 
corridor elements
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DESTINATIONS: COMMERCE CORRIDOR



“Community-serving destinations that encourage a creative mix of housing, services, employment, 

institutions, and gathering spaces while reflecting the distinctive character of surrounding neighborhoods 

or becoming distinctive destinations themselves.”

Neighborhood serving amenities 
within walking distance

Mixed-use neighborhood gathering 
spaces

Bike lanes and pedestrian pathways 
supporting overall connectivity
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DESTINATIONS: COMMUNITY HUB
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“Employment areas that support local business growth, entrepreneurship, creative production, trades,  

government services and innovation.”
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ECONOMIC ENGINES: MAKERS AND SERVICES ENGINE

Flexible spaces to collaborate and 
innovate

Office spaces to support 
manufacturing and production

Live-work typology to activate area 
throughout
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Industrial

“Areas suited for large employment, innovation, production, fabrication, warehousing, distribution, utilities, 

and essential operational functions that support the city and region.”
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ECONOMIC ENGINES: PRODUCTION AND LOGISTICS ENGINE

Essential operations keep the city 
moving

Strengthening the manufacturing and 
engineering sectors

Research and development that brings 
in high-paying jobs



“Connected open spaces, trails, arroyos, and natural corridors that support active travel, ecological needs, 

climate resilience, and access to the outdoors.”

Trails along the arroyos to support 
active uses

Ecological maintenance in and 
around the arroyos

Bridges and trails as connectors to 
surrounding uses
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LANDSCAPES: LIVING LINK LANDSCAPE



“Landscape areas defined by natural beauty, viewsheds, habitat preservation, natural slopes, and environmental 

value where conservation, stewardship, low-impact access, and hazard mitigation are emphasized.”

Easy trail access from neighborhoods 
to enjoy outdoors

Wayfinding and signage to support 
trail usage

Viewpoints to enjoy vistas
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LANDSCAPES: CONSERVATION VISTA LANDSCAPE


